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Monoclimacis griestoniensis Biozone

First recognized by Wood (1906) in the Talerddig Grits of Trannon, Wales, this biozone has an assemblage characterized by an incoming of monoclimacids. Its base is defined by the incoming of the zone fossil, Monoclimacis griestoniensis. It has been more usually recognized in central Wales by the incoming of Monoclimacis directa (= Monograptus cf. griestoniensis of Elles & Wood: see Zalasiewicz, Loydell & Štorch, 1995), which there seemed to appear at about the same level (Zalasiewicz, 1994; Davies et al. 1997); Wilson’s (D. R.Wilson, unpub. Ph.D. thesis, Univ. Birmingham, 1954) work suggests that it might appear at a slightly lower level in the Howgill Fells.

In central Wales the griestoniensis Biozone can be informally subdivided. A lower interval is characterized by abundant Monoclimacis directa, co-occurring with Monograptus pseudocommunis, Streptograptus aff. loydelli of Zalasiewicz, 1994 and Torquigraptus pergracilis of Zalasiewicz, 1994 (Fig. 16). Monoclimacis griestoniensis s.s. dominates the upper part of the biozone (Zalasiewicz, 1990, 1994). Monograptus priodon, C. veles (= M. discus) and Pristiograptus nudus range through the biozone.
