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Saetograptus incipiens or Pristiograptus tumescens Biozone

Wood (1900) established this biozone inWales and the Welsh Borderland and employed both zonal terms. As with the preceding scanicus Biozone, it is somewhat ill-defined and approximates to an interregnum. The biozonal name varies locally according to the relative abundance and/or the presence or absence of Saetograptus incipiens and Pristiograptus tumescens, both of which originate in earlier biozones (see discussion in Rickards, 1976). Graptolite species diversity is reduced in the incipiens/tumescens Biozone compared with previous Ludlow biozones, with approximately ten confirmed taxa (Figs 18, 19), most of them ranging from the preceding biozones. Only one new form appears: Saetograptus? aff. incipiens (Wood, 1900). A number of species have been recorded as disappearing in the lower to middle part of the interval (Rickards, 1976), perhaps indicating the possibility of subdivision; these include Monoclimacis haupti, Pristiograptus vicinus, Saetograptus clunensis and S. varians varians. In practice, though, this interval, sharing so many taxa with the scanicus Biozone, is hard to recognize, particularly in spot localities.
